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Students and Parents/Guardians: The 
information in this booklet describes courses 
and programs available at Prairie High 
School.  It is important that you study this 
information carefully so you and your parents 
or guardians make informed and intelligent 
decisions about your future.  You need to 
take the most challenging and r igorous 
programs available each year to prepare 
you for Òlife after  high schoolÓ.  While all 
PHS students are required to take a minimum 
of five classes per semester, it is 
recommended that all students take at least six 
classes per semester.  Preparing today for 
tomorrow begins with a good plan.  At PHS, 
students are the workers and must 
demonstrate their performance during each 
class, each year, in order to earn credits and 
meet requirements for graduation. Our faculty 
and staff are the best in the state and nation 
and will help you be all you can be, but you 
must do the work.  Parent and guardians play 
an important role at PHS and are encouraged 
to stay connected.  This booklet is also 
available on our web site at 
www.prairiepride.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mark Gronemeyer, PHS Principal 
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PPPRRRAAAIII RRRIII EEE   HHHIII GGGHHH   SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL    
Graduation Requirements  

 
 
 
 
 
Under state law and regulations, the Board of Directors has the responsibility to formulate policies, 
consistent with the Code of Iowa and the standards set by the Department of Education (DE), that 
students must meet to be eligible for high school graduation.  The educational standards and 
minimum requirements set by law and the DE are strictly observed. 
 
To receive a College Community School District High School diploma, a student must have earned  
the correct number of credits, as indicated in the chart below; 0.50 credit is given for the successful 
completion of a semester of work in a full-credit class.  
 
Graduation requirements approved by the Board of Directors: 
    

    Graduation Requirements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¥ Courses in the areas of math, English, social studies and science taken beyond the minimum 

requirement are counted as part of the elective credit. 
¥ The Basic Academic Skills Certificate requires graduation performance levels in math, reading, 

and language arts. 
¥ All students are required to carry a “full load” of classes.  This means each student carries at 

least five classes. 
 
 
 

 
Minimum credits:                  24 
 
English:                                   4 
Science:                                   3 
Math:                                       3 
Social Studies:                        3 
Vocational course from the following departments: 
Family Con. Science/ 
Bus/Ind. Tech/Info Tech 
0.5 
Phys. Education:                     2 
Electives: 
Portfolio/Sr. Presentation 
Basic Academic Skills 
Certif icate (MAP) 

 



3 

 

Basic Academic Skills Certificate  
MAP 

 
 
 
 
 
To prepare students to successfully pursue future educational and career opportunities, College 
Community Schools believes that all students must be equipped with basic academic skills.  
Therefore, in addition to course credit and portfolio requirements, all students must earn a Basic 
Academic Skills Certificate.  To qualify for graduation, students must demonstrate proficiency in 
the following three basic skills standards, by earning a predetermined score on each of the following 
districtÕs achievement level tests.  These tests are administered each fall and spring to all students in 
grades 3-11.  
 

1.  Reading Ð Score of 230 
Word Meaning 
Literal Comprehension 
Interpretive/Inferential Comprehension 
Evaluative Comprehension 

2.  Language Ð Score of 230 
Grammar and Mechanics 
Writing Strategies and Skills 
Conventions of Writing 

  3.  Mathematics Ð Score of 241 
Patterns, Rules, and Functions 
Measurement 
Geometry 
Data Analysis 
Operations 
Numeration 
Problem Solving 

 
Students not meeting these minimum academic proficiencies are not eligible for a Prairie High 
School diploma and do not participate in the schoolÕs graduation ceremony. 
 
Students at PHS will take the MAP test twice a year, once in the fall and once in the spring 
beginning with the class of 2011. Students will continue to test through their junior year. The tests 
will be used to monitor progress throughout their high school careers. A score of 255 on the math 
exam indicates a readiness for college level math. A score of 235 on the reading exam indicates a 
readiness for college level reading materials. 
 
Students can best prepare for these tests through good school attendance, strong daily work habits, 
and seeking extra instructional help when needed. 
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Art 
 

Art Department courses are elective credits.  The content area of the art department provides a 
foundation for all students to pursue life-long learning skills and possible art careers.  Knowledge 
and skills in this content area also provide many advantages in choices and decisions the students 
make over their lifetime.  The content area will include, but is not limited to career potential, work 
ethic, life-long learning, decision making and collaborative learning.  The learning goals of the art 
department are:   

!  to understand and apply media, techniques and processes;   
!  to use knowledge of structures and functions; 
!  to understand the visual arts in relation to history and cultures; 
!  reflect upon and assess the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of 

others; 
!  to make connections between visual arts and other disciplines. 

 
 

Scope and Sequence 
10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

 
Art of Photography I 
 
Art of Photography II  
 
Ceramics I 
 
Ceramics II 
 
Ceramics III 
 
Ceramics IV 
 
Digital Drawing 
 
Drawing I 
 
Drawing II 
 
Painting I 
 
Painting II 
 
Photoshop I 
 
Sculpture 
 

 
Art of Photography I 
 
Art of Photography II 
 
Ceramics I 
 
Ceramics II 
 
Ceramics III 
 
Ceramics IV 
 
Digital Drawing 
 
Drawing I 
 
Drawing II 
 
Graphic Design 
 
Painting I 
 
Painting II 
 
Photoshop I 
 
Sculpture 
 
 
 

 
Art of Photography I 
 
Art of Photography II 
 
Ceramics I 
 
Ceramics II 
 
Ceramics III 
 
Ceramics IV 
 
Digital Drawing 
 
Drawing I 
 
Drawing II 
 
Graphic Design 
 
Painting I 
 
Painting II 
 
Photoshop I 
 
Sculpture 
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ART OF PHOTOGRAPHY I    One Semester        Year: 10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite:  None   Elective         .50 Credit 
Art of Photography gives the student an opportuni ty to produce art using the digital camera as a 
creative tool.  Students will learn how to compose, capture and enhance  photos using the latest in 
imaging software.   
 
ART OF PHOTOGRAPHY I I     One Semester          Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Art  of Photo I    Electi ve    .50 Credit 
Art of Photography will give the student an opportuni ty to enhance and refi ne the photographic skills 
learned in Art of Photography I.  The digital camera will be used as a creative tool to create advanced 
level photography.  
 
CERAMI CS   I           One Semester         Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None         Elective       .50 Credit 
Ceramics I is intended for the beginning student who desires to learn to use the potterÕs wheel.  In class, 
students will learn terms and techniques for successful clay projects.  Students will learn how to throw a 
cylinder, bowl, pitcher, and teapot.   
 
CERAMI CS   I I             One Semester     Year:  10, 11, 12    
Prerequisite:  Ceramics I                    Elective     .50 Credit  
Ceramics II is a ceramics class in designing the pot after it is made.  Students will learn how to carve, apply, 
and stamp their ceramic projects.  Larger objects will also be thrown on the wheel, including a tall pot made 
of two smaller ones.   
 
CERAMI CS   I I I             One Semester         Year:  10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite:  Ceramics I I                    Elective     .50 Credit 
Ceramics III  is an advanced course for the student who wishes to be creative with the techniques and skills 
acquired from Ceramics I and II .  In this class the focus is on the self.  Students will also learn how to make 
glazes and the properties that go into each recipe.   
 
CERAMI CS   I V            One Semester           Year:  10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite:  Ceramics I I I                    Elective     .50 Credit  
Ceramics IV is an advanced kiln course using glass as a medium in addition to porcelain. The various 
techniques that students learn in Ceramics I, II and III , transfers to upper level coursework. Students will 
learn how to work with the outdoor kiln, using different burning materials as well as other elements which 
will provide color changes on their ceramics. 
 
DI GITAL DRAWI NG I     One Semester   Year:  10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  None   Elective   .50 Credit        
Digital Drawing I gives the student an opportunity to produce art using Adobe Il lustrator -- software used for 
illustration in the computer graphics industry. This technology, combined with drawing and design skills, 
will give the student power to create original images and graphics. We will use Macintosh computers to 
produce illustrations, drawings, logos, cartoons, architectural drawings and other fine artworks as drawing 
skills improve using this powerful software. DUAL CREDIT 
 
DRAWI NG I     One Semester   Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None   Elective   .50 Credit 
Drawing I will focus on the Elements of  Art, which are the fundamentals of  visual art. Students will 
develop their drawing skills through observation, instruction and experimentation. Media used will be 
Drawing Pencils, Charcoal, Whi te Chalk. Conte Crayon and Colored Pencils.  
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DRAWI NG  I I     One Semester   Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Drawing I   Elective   .50 Credit 
Drawing II  will focus on the Elements of  Art and Principles of  Design, which are the fundamentals of  
visual art. Students will continue to develop their drawing skills through observation, instruction and 
experimentation. Media used will be a variety of mixed media. 
 
GRAPHI C DESIGN   One Semester   Year:  11, 12 
Prerequisite: Photoshop &  Digital Drawing  Elective   .50 Credit 
Graphic Design gives the student the opportuni ty to work on advanced Òreal worldÓ design projects, 
incorporating the skills learned in Photoshop and Digital Drawing. 
 
PAI NTI NG I     One Semester   Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None   Elective   .50 Credit   
Painting I is a course especially designed for the student interested in learning the techniques and 
history of painting.  It is intended for interested students as well as the serious student wishing to 
pursue art in college.  Students will study art history and the development of painting through 
present. They will also learn color theory prior to painting. Students will learn how to paint in 
acrylic, tempura, and watercolor.   They will learn how to apply their technique to landscapes, color 
photos of their own work, and self portraits. 
 
PAI NTI NG I I     One Semester   Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Painti ng I   Elective   .50 Credit 
Painting II is a course for the serious painter interested in pursuing art either in college or on their 
own.  Color theory will again be researched as will art history.  Students will pursue their search for 
their own unique style, working primarily in oil paint or a similar medium.  Students will also learn 
how to build a large canvas stretcher to stretch their canvas.   
 
PHOTOSHOP I     One Semester    Year: 10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite:  None   Elective    .50 Credit 
Photoshop I gives the student an opportunity to produce art using Adobe Photoshop--the computer graphics 
industry-standard in photo-manipulation software. Technology combined with the creative application of 
design skills will give the student the power to create original graphics using both imagery and text. We will 
use Macintosh computers to produce real world graphic designs. This could be the students fi rst step toward 
a career in computer graphics.  DUAL CREDIT 
 
SCULPTURE     One Semester   Year:  10, 11,  12  
Prerequisite: None   Elective    .50 Credit 
This course will provide an opportunity for students who want to build their art and explore space and three-
dimensional form within that space.  Create original works of art from clay, wood, metal, and other found 
objects.  Learn the history of sculpture and how artists throughout time have used their skills to create 
functional and non-functional objects of art.  Will creations be static or kinetic?  Use this course to enhance  
preparation for a career in the arts or just to beautify the space in which the student lives. 



7 

 

BIMM  
(Business/Inform ation 

Management/Mark eting) 
 
The business field is a broad term comprising the largest employment of people in the United 
States.  Students who take advantage of the wide variety of business course offerings at the high 
school level will find themselves better prepared for entry into college business courses or the 
business world. The Prairie High Business Department offers a complete core of elective courses 
that teach the essentials for todayÕs world. Courses that teach practical skills; courses that provide 
career information to help students relate their interest, needs, and abilities to occupational 
opportunities in business; and courses that effectively teach both oral and written communications 
in order to develop interpersonal and human relations skills.  These courses build a firm foundation 
for entry-level jobs and for post-secondary education.  Many courses articulate with Kirkwood 
Community College.  Students should ask their instructor how they could earn college credit by 
taking many of these courses.  One career  and technology class is required for graduation. 
 

 
Scope and Sequence 

 
 
*Skill level of 30 words per minute    
**Dual Credit Course  
 
 
 
 
 
 

10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 
Accounting  
 
Computer Business 
Applications*  
 
Intermediate Computer 
Business Apps.* *  
 
Marketing 
 
Personal Finance 
 
 

Accounting 
 
Business Law 
 
Computer Business 
Applications*  
 
Entrepreneurship I 
 
Entrepreneurship II  
 
Intermediate Computer 
Business Apps.* *  
 
Marketing 
 
Personal Finance 

Accounting 
  
Business Law 
 
Computer Business 
Applications*  
 
Entrepreneurship II  
 
Intermediate Computer 
Business Apps.* *  
 
Marketing 
 
Personal Finance 
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ACCOUNTING   Year long         Year: 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  None             Elective      1.0 Credit   
Accounting is for students wanting to pursue a post-secondary degree in accounting, business 
administration, management, or finance and for students interested in entry-level bookkeeping 
positions after graduation. Students learn double-entry accounting so they can organize and analyze 
financial data. They analyze transactions, journalize in special journals, post to general and 
subsidiary ledgers, record payroll, prepare schedules and financial reports, and close books at the 
end of a fiscal period.    Peachtree accounting software is used to learn automated accounting 
procedures for projects and reinforcement activities.  
 
 
INTERMEDIATE COMPUTER BUSINESS APPLICATIONS  One Semester    Yr : 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Computer  Business Applications            Elective     .50 Credit  
Students will extend their skills in Excel, Word, Access, and PowerPoint.  Upon completion, 
students would be able to pass a Microsoft Office Specialist certification exam. This course is an 
Information Systems Management Academy dual credit course between Kirkwood Community 
College and Prairie High School.  This means that the student earns high school and college credit.  
Therefore, his/her grade becomes a part of his/her permanent college transcript.  DUAL CREDIT 
 
BUSINESS LAW   One Semester    Year:  11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None   Elective    .50 Credit       
Studying Business Law lead to an understanding of legal principles which will be useful throughout 
your life. Students interested in business/accounting careers should enroll in business law. It gives 
them a background for post-secondary business law courses which will be part of their course of 
studies. This course helps students better understand the legal world in which they live.  The 
coursework focuses on contract law.   
 
COMPUTER BUSINESS APPLICATIONS    One Semester    Yr :  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Keyboarding speed of 30 words per  minute.   Elective   .50 Credit 
Students use the modules of Microsoft Office to organize, manage, and present data in an effective, 
efficient manner. Students learn the terminology and skills in using word processing, spreadsheet, 
database and presentation software. Assignments and projects include working with text as well as 
graphics and integrating applications.  
 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP I      Spr ing Semester Year: 10, 11 
           .50 Credit 
At one time or another most people think about going into business for themselves. The purpose of 
this course is to prepare you to succeed if and when that thought occurs. Key components include: 
market analysis marketing mix, legal issues, business operations, human resource management, 
recordkeeping, and social/ethical responsibilities. A major emphasis of this course is to provide 
students the skills and abilities needed to operate The Fan Stand. Each student will create a business 
plan. 
 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP I I      Fall Semester   Year: 11, 12   
Prerequisite:  Application/Permission of Instructor    .50 Credit  
To educate and inspire young people to value free enterprise, understand business and economics, 
and be workforce ready is the goal for students in Entrepreneurship.   As participants and decision-
makers, students organize and run their own business (The Fan Stand) from capitalization to 
liquidation. 
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MARKETING    One Semester             Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None    Elective   .50 Credit 
Marketing is for students who are interested in learning about the organization of a product/service 
from the manufacturer/producer to the wholesaler to the retailer to the consumer.  Students will 
study buyer behaviors by conducting market researches and develop the marketing mix by 
designing, pricing, distributing, and promoting products. Students will market a school enterprise 
and have fun completing many projects:  creating an advertisement, creating a global marketing 
plan and performing a sales demonstration.  Students interested in a business career as well as 
owning their own business will benefit from this class. 
 
PERSONAL FINANCE   One Semester    Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None    Elective   .50 Credit     
This course focuses on the student's role as a citizen, student, family member, consumer, and active 
participant in the business world.  The intent of this course is to inform students of various financial 
responsibilities and to provide them with opportunities for self-awareness, expression, and 
satisfaction in a highly technical and competitive society.  This fun class includes expert speakers in 
all areas of finance.  Students will complete three major projects:  A Family Financial Simulation, 
their own Personal Financial Portfolio, and a House Purchasing/Financing Project. 
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English 
 
 
In order to graduate from Prairie High School students must pass four credits of English.  A year of 
English 9 and a year of English 10 is required.  Juniors must take Speech and Eng 11: American 
Literature. Sophomore English teachers will recommend the composition course most appropriate 
for the student. After a student has taken a semester of required composition, the next more difficult 
composition course can be taken for English elective credit.  Seniors are required to take two 
semesters of literature.  Junior English teachers will recommend the most appropriate course for the 
student.  Additional elective English courses can be taken from a selection of journalism, speech 
and drama, composition, and literature courses.   
 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 
 
Required 

English 10 
(MAP score affects 
placement) 

Speech  
 
Eng 11: American Literature 
(MAP score affects placement) 

Two Literature courses: 
 
Values in Literature  
 
Short Fiction 
 
Senior Seminar English  (1 year) 
 
AP English Literature and 
Composition 

 
Elective 

 
Journalism  
 
News Lab  
 
Speech and Drama  
 
Yearbook Lab 

 
Journalism  
 
News Lab 
 
Speech and Drama 
 
Yearbook Lab 
 
PSEO 
 
AP Online Option (pg 47) 

 
Journalism  
 
News Lab 
 
Speech and Drama 
 
Yearbook Lab 
 
PSEO 
 
AP Online Option (pg 47) 

Most 
r igorous 
plan 

English 10 Speech 
 
Eng 11: American Literature 
 
PSEO 
 
AP Online Option (pg 47) 

 
PSEO 
 
AP Online Option (pg 47) 
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AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION Year long  Year: 12 
Prerequisite: None      Elective  1.0 Credit 
This course will expose students to a canon of literature that is well respected in academia (esp. post 
secondary) while providing them the knowledge necessary to perform well on the AP Literature and 
Composition Exam. The course will focus on a wide variety of texts from the 16th century to the 
present, including poetry, prose and drama, using a number of different crtitical approaches 
(historical, formalist, deconstructionist, etc) to understand and interpret the works. Students will 
focus on critical reading skills and will write literary analysis compositions that involve 
interpretation and evaluation. There will also be a significant portion of the class devoted to 
practicing test-taking skills needed for the AP Literature and Composition Exam.  
 
 
 
ENGLISH 10                 Year long   Year:  10 

Prerequisite:  English 9     Required   1.0 Credit 
English 10 is a yearlong required class for sophomores.  The course is primarily literature based and 
focuses on the question, "What decisions do you have to make now and in the future?"  The course 
integrates reading, writing, vocabulary and speaking.  Short stories, non-fiction, drama, novels, and 
a career component are included in the curriculum.  Student work will be evaluated in a variety of 
ways including tests, papers, projects, and self-assessments. 
 
 
 
ENGLISH 11: AMERICAN LITERATURE   One Semester   Year:  11 

Prerequisite: None      Required  .50 Credit 
American Literature is a required one-semester literature and composition course for juniors. The 
primary focus is significant American works and authors.  Major assessments include unit tests, 
journal responses, literary analysis essays, and independent projects with presentation components.   
 
 
 
JOURNALISM            One Semester   Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: None      Elective           .50 Credit 
Foundations of journalism, which focus on how to communicate clearly and concisely, will be 
covered in this semester course. Students will learn strategies for effectively reporting, interviewing, 
writing, and photographing journalistic stories as well as discuss legal and ethical aspects of press 
law. Because effective communication is an important skill to possess regardless of what career 
field a person is in, students who successfully complete this course will benefit from the strategies 
they learn and will be able to apply these strategies in various different ways throughout their high 
school career and beyond. An A or B in this class is a prerequisite for joining either publication 
staff. 
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NEWS LAB          Year Long          Year: 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: None      Elective             1.0 Credit 

News Lab produces the school newspaper, The Hawk Talk.  To enroll in News Lab, a student must 
have successfully completed Journalism and received either an A or B. Skills learned in Journalism 
will be enhanced and polished while on staff. By being a member of a publication, students will 
gain further insight on how to effectively communicate in a clear and concise way, which can 
smoothly translate into any career field. Students duties include: interviewing, reporting, and 
writing articles; photographing stories as assigned; and laying out newspaper pages in an appealing 
design using InDesign CS 2. Students will be expected to adhere to the highest level of journalistic 
ethics and follow all laws as related to publications. Though the majority of work will be completed 
in class, students must also be willing to work before or after school, during free periods, and some 
weekends in order to meet publication deadlines.  Students must be responsible, mature, and willing 
to cooperate in a work environment where students help each other in a positive nature. 
 
SENIOR SEMINAR ENGLISH    Year Long        Year:  12 
Prerequisite: None       Elective        1.0 Credit 
Senior Seminar English is a yearlong course recommended only for students who have 
demonstrated success in previous English/language arts courses. The course is structured around 
reading great literary classics and includes work in literary analysis, composition, research skills, 
discussion of literary devices and archetypes, and oral presentations. Major selections include, but 
may not be limited to, the following works: The Odyssey by Homer, The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn by Mark Twain, Hamlet or Macbeth by William Shakespeare, and more modern classics. 
(Students may not drop this course at the semester.) 
 
 
SHORT FICTION      One Semester    Year:  12 
Prerequisite: None       Elective  .50 Credit 
This is a semester literature course developed for seniors with average reading skills who are 
interested in reading short pieces of literature, including short stories.  Emphasis is on reading 
diverse works that are considered to be significant pieces of literature.  Students will analyze the 
content through reading, writing and speaking.  This course is one option that fulfills the senior 
literature requirement and can also be taken as an elective. 
 
 
SPEECH           One Semester   Year:  11 
Prerequisite: None       Required  .50 Credit  
This one-semester junior class is designed to build overall confidence as students practice and 
polish the oral communication skills of speaking and listening through various presentations. These 
formal and informal assignments are designed to help each student communicate more effectively 
today and in future personal and work-related situations.  Non-fiction text and supplemental 
materials are used to provide the basis of solid speech writing and delivery skills for individual, 
group, and public communication opportunities.  Focus is on transferring ideas from paper to 
podium.  An interview with a community business partner is required for class credit and for junior 
portfolio completion. 
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SPEECH AND DRAMA                     One Semester       Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: None       Elective  .50 Credit 
This is a course designed for students in grades 9-12 with interest in theater, oral interpretation, 
and/or public speaking.  Students will write original speeches and select interpretation assignments 
from various fiction and non-fiction literary sources. Many of the assignments will be based on the 
criteria for the Iowa High School Speech AssociationÕs large group and individual event 
competitive categories. Students do not have to enter a contest or appear in a major production, but 
they do need to have a positive attitude, be willing to try various presentation categories, work well 
with the group, and be supportive of all of the class members. 
 
 
VALUES IN LITERATURE            One Semester       Year: 12 
Prerequisite: None      Required  .50 Credit 

Values in Literature is open to seniors who desire to improve their reading and analyzing skills.  
Students will read, discuss, and write about various books, short stories, plays, poems, and videos 
with thematic units dealing with prejudice, self-identity, and violence.  Students will be evaluated 
on discussion, participation, written responses to literature, projects, and tests.  

 
 
 
YEARBOOK LAB               Year long      Year: 10, 11, 12     
Prerequisite: None       Elective  1.0 Credit 
Yearbook Lab produces the school yearbook, Hawk.  To enroll in Yearbook Lab, students must 
have successfully completed Journalism and received either an A or B.  Skills learned in Journalism 
will be enhanced and polished while on staff. By being a member of a publication, students will 
gain further insight on how to effectively communicate in a clear and concise way, which can 
smoothly translate into any career field. Students will report, interview, write, photograph, edit and 
layout the entire yearbook through an online program. Students will be expected to adhere to the 
highest level of journalistic ethics and follow all laws as related to publications. Though the 
majority of work will be completed during class, students must also be willing to work before or 
after school, during free periods, and some weekends in order to meet publication deadlines. 
Students must be responsible, mature, and willing to cooperate in a work environment where 
students help each other in a positive nature. 
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Family &  Consumer Sciences 
 

 
Our Family and Consumer Science program seeks to enable students to become independent and 
autonomous adults by providing functional learning experiences.  Students who take advantage of 
the wide variety of Family and Consumer Science courses will better prepare themselves for 
everyday living, no matter what field they choose.  The courses provide career information to help 
the students relate their interests and skill to job opportunities.  The skills practiced in these courses 
also enable students to learn entry-level job skills, especially teamwork.  Many of the courses also 
articulate to Kirkwood Community College.  Another advantage to taking these classes is that 
students can earn college credit for these classes.  They build a firm foundation for post-secondary 
education.  One vocational course is required for  graduation. 
 

 
 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 
 
Foundations of Food and 
Nutritional Science 
 
TodayÕs Family 
 
Relationships 
 
Early Childhood 

 
Foundations of Food and 
Nutritional Science 
 
Relationships 
 
TodayÕs Family 
 
Early Childhood 
 
* * *The Child Care Professional 

 
Foundations of Food and 
Nutritional Science 
 
* * * *Culinary Arts Internship 
 
Relationships 
 
TodayÕs Family 
 
Early Childhood 
 
* * *The Child Care Professional 

 
* * *Prerequisite Early Childhood and teacher approval. 

* * * *Prerequisite and teacher approval is required. 
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FOUNDATION OF FOOD &  NUTRITIONAL SCIENCE      One Semester    Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: None                Elective     .50 Credit 
Are you interested in a career in Culinary Arts? Is a career as a dietician in your future? Students 
will focus on the science behind diet, nutrition and cooking food. The importance of food safety and 
sanitation will be emphasized. Exploring careers and developing professionalism in the Hospitality 
and Tourism pathway will be key factors in this course. Students will develop scientific and inquiry 
skills as they become knowledgeable in diet evaluation, food management and preparation 
principles. 
 
 
 
CULINARY ARTS INTERNSHIP              One Semester      Year: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Foundation of Food and Nutr itional Science Elective     .50 Credit 
Are you considering a career in the food service industry and wanting to gain a real world work 
experience at a restaurant? An internship can give you a head start towards an exciting and 
rewarding career in the restaurant food service industry. Work experience can be gained at a variety 
of places including fine dining, catering and banquet halls. Your work supervisor will evaluate your 
job-related observable skills and your employability skills. This is a great opportunity to earn credit 
and work side-by-side with skilled chefs. 
 
 
 
TODAYÕS FAMILY      One Semester   Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: None      Elective  .50 Credit 
Does your family fit the portrait of a happy family from Two and a Half Men, the Brady Bunch or 
the CosbyÕs? Images of happy families have rarely been in short supply. We all have ideas of what 
they should look like. If not, donÕt despair. Sign up for this class. The emphasis of this class is on 
families. Topics will include family roles, decision-making, problem solving, guidance techniques, 
and careers that require knowledge of how to work with children and families. If you are 
considering a career in the human services pathway you should take this class. 
 
 
RELATIONSHIPS      One Semester   Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: None      Elective  .50 Credit 
Guys & Girls Ð How are your relationships on a scale of one to ten? Feeling stressed? Do you want 
to get along better with people? Who doesnÕt! In this course you will focus on developing skills that 
lead to positive relationships: communication, preventing and managing conflict, team building, 
leadership, handling stress, decision making, personality, lifestyle options, dating and sexuality. 
Activities include building a Òmachine,Ó Òcar washes,Ó surviving a nuclear attack, and handing out 
Òkisses.Ó Only take this class if you enjoy working in groups, interaction with others, large group 
discussions, and moving around. This is a must take class for anyone who has family, friends, 
and/or is employed or plans on being employed at some point in time. 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD     One Semester   Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: None      Elective  .50 Credit 
Do you enjoy children? Is it as easy as one, two, three and ABC? Why do children pretend? Why do 
they repeat themselves over and over again? These are some questions you will answer in this class. 
Physical, social, mental and emotional development in infants, toddlers and preschoolers will be 
explored. You will apply this knowledge when planning and implementing learning activities for 
young children while working at a supervised job site. If a career in the human services pathway is a 
consideration for you, take this class. You will be responsible for your own transportation to the 
worksite. This class will be a full credit for one semester with class time doubled. 
 
 
THE CHILD CARE PROFESSIONAL   One Semester   Year: 11, 12 
Prerequisite       Elective  1.0 Credit 
This semester course is designed for students who have an interest in careers in working with 
children. Students are trained in the attitudes, knowledge, and skills needed to work effectively with 
children. After the initial training, students will intern during class time at a Prairie Elementray 
School. Learning activities, observation techniques, and lab experiences in working with young 
children are included. Students considering a career in the human service pathway or working 
directly with children should take this class. Students are responsible for their own transportation to 
the worksite. Each student must have approval of the instructor. This class will be a full credit for 
one semester with class time doubled.
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Industr ial Technology  
 

Course work is designed to introduce the student to technical fields as they relate to life-long learning 
within chosen career paths. Our goal is to equip the learner with proper safety orientation, and 
terminology and to provide hands-on learning in the applied areas.  Students are encouraged to 
explore all areas of interest.  The courses within the department offer students the ability to focus 
their course of study to one of the following areas: architecture, engineering, automotive, 
manufacturing, woodworking, and construction.  Students will become self directed as they complete 
advanced level curses and apply math, science and communications skills.  One vocational credit is 
required for graduation.  
 

 

 
Scope and Sequence 

Elective Courses  
10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Automotive Technology 
 
Biotechnical Engineering**  
 
Construction Systems 
 
Electric Car 
 
Introduction to Industrial 
Technology *  
 
Introduction to Engineering 
Design**  
 
Manufacturing Enterprises 
 
Manufacturing Technology 
 
Material Processes 
 
Principles of Engineering**  
 

Advanced Manufacturing 
Processes 
 
Automotive Technology 
 
Biotechnical Engineering**   
 
Construction Systems 
 
Digital Electronics* *  
 
Electric Car 
 
Home Construction I 
 
Introduction to Industrial 
Technology *  
 
Introduction to Engineering 
Design**  
 
Manufacturing Enterprises 
 
Manufacturing Technology 
 
Material Processes 
 
Principles of Engineering**  
 
 

Advanced Manufacturing Processes 
 
Automotive Technology 
 
Biotechnical Engineering**   
 
Construction Systems 
 
Digital Electronics* *  
 
Electric Car 
 
Home Construction I 
 
Home Construction II 
 
Introduction to Industrial 
Technology *  
 
Introduction to Engineering 
Design**  
 
Manufacturing Enterprises 
 
Manufacturing Technology 
 
Material Processes 
 
Principles of Engineering**  
 
 

 
 
*Required course for all other Industrial Tech courses, excluding Pre-engineering 
**Project Lead the Way (PLTW)  Pre-engineering courses  Taking a PLTW course will exempt 
student from Intro to Industrial Tech requirement for other department courses. 
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Project Lead the Way Ð PLTW -  (Pre-Engineer ing) 

  
10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Introduction to Engineering Design 
(IED) 
 
Principles of Engineering 
 
Biotechnical Engineering 

Introduction to Engineering Design  
(IED) 
 
Principles of Engineering 
 
Biotechnical Engineering 
 
Digital Electronics 
 
 

Introduction to Engineering Design  
(IED) 
 
Principles of Engineering 
 
Biotechnical Engineering 
 
Digital Electronics 
 
 

 
 
 
ADVANCED MANUFACTURING PROCESSES   One Semester   Year: 11,12 
Prerequisite: Manufactur ing Tech. &  Manufactur ing Enterpr ises .50 Credit 
This is an advanced class for students interested in increasing their skills in manufacturing 
processes.  This is a project driven program where the student develops and produces products of 
their choosing utilizing the metals lab.  Included in the course of study will be print reading for 
welding and machining, advanced quality control practices, pipe and TIG welding.  Students 
interested in a career in the manufacturing industry are encouraged to take this course. 
 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY    One Semester   Year:   10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Intro to Technology   Elective  .50 Credit 
This course will introduce students to the mechanical, electrical and fluid systems of the 
automobile.  This includes the theory of operations, systems diagnostics and repair of the brake, 
suspension and steering, electrical and engine systems. These systems of study are applied through 
textbook and hands-on activities in the Autos lab.  This course will provide the student with skills 
and knowledge required for continued education or entry level employability in the automotive 
industry or just a chance to learn a few fundamentals in automotive repair. Expect to get greasy 
either way. 
 
BIOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING (PLTW)  Year long  Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Biology or concurrently taking Biology 
       Elective  1.0 Credit 
A course in which relevant projects from the diverse fields of bio-technology, bio-engineering, bio-
medical engineering, and bio-molecular engineering enable students to apply and concurrently 
develop secondary-level knowledge and skills in biology, physics, technology, and mathematics. 
 
CONSTRUCTION SYSTEMS   Year long    Year:   10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Intro to Ind Tech          Elective  1.0 Credit 
This class provides the learner an opportunity to learn all the systems associated with residential 
construction.  Students will learn and experience systems such as: carpentry, plumbing, electrical, 
and concrete.  Students will also learn aspects of financing as it relates to home construction and 
ownership.  This class is a must for anyone interested in construction related careers.  Students who 
are interested in Prairie Home Construction are strongly encouraged to enroll. 
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DIGITAL ELECTRONICS (PLTW)  Year long  Year:  11, 12 
Prerequisite:  IED, Adv. Algebra or currently taking Adv. Algebra   
       Elective  1.0 Credit 
This is a course in applied logics that encompass the design and application of electronic circuits.  
Computer simulation software is used in the design and testing of circuits prior to the actual 
construction on bread boards utilizing microchips and other electronic components. Topics include 
fundamental electronics, number systems, logic gates, Boolean algebra and combination circuitry 
design. This course will provide the student with electronic skills and knowledge required for the 
advancement into a career in engineering, manufacturing, and computer design.   
 
ELECTRIC CAR (Electrathon)   Year long  Year: 10, 11, 12   
Prerequisite:  Teacher Approval   Elective      1.0 Credit 
The focus of the Electric Car program is for the students to design, develop, fabricate and test a go-
cart sized electric car for competition. Students shall be required to be a self-directed learner with 
dedication and focus. Students shall assume a high level of responsibility for their actions pertaining 
to individual and group activities. Activities will include applied math, science, communication, 
manufacturing and engineering sub-projects related to the development and reporting on the electric 
car. Students will also be required to interact with area professionals and businesses in sponsorship 
development as well as progress reporting to Iowa Electrathon. 
 
HOME CONSTRUCTION I  &  I I    Year long     Year:   11, 12  
Prerequisite:  Application Only   Elective   3.0 Credit/year 
Students who have had at least one Industrial Technology class and who would like to pursue skills 
relative to home maintenance or are interested in a construction related career are encouraged to 
apply.  Applications may be picked up in the Guidance Office or from an Industrial Technology 
Instructor in January.  Applications will be reviewed at the time of registration for the fall semester.  
Students who are not accepted will know early so that other classes can be arranged.  Students who 
are accepted will receive experience and training on all systems related to home construction.  
Students will have the opportunity to learn trades in concrete, framing, electrical, plumbing, HVAC, 
roofing, drywall, floor coverings, and finish carpentry.  Students in the second year will have the 
opportunity to manage a small crew, arrange inventory and schedule tasks.  This course is designed 
to give students a real world application of the areas stated above.  Students will develop a sense of 
pride and accomplishment as the school year progresses.  More information regarding the 
application process and the format of the course can be obtained from the Guidance Office or an 
Industrial Technology Instructor. 
 
INTRO. TO INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY One Semester    Year:    10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite:  None     Elective   .50 Credit 
This is the first course all students should enroll in.  This course provides students with an 
opportunity to learn about Industrial Technology and its applications.  The student will explore six 
facets that include: woodworking, metalworking, CAD, automotive, engineering and electricity.  
Basic theory and application will be covered in each section.  This exposure will allow students the 
opportunity to perform Òhands-onÓ activities in each area.  Through this exposure students will gain 
an appreciation and understanding of each class.   
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INTRO. TO ENGINEERING DESIGN (PLTW) Year Long  Year: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite: None     Elective  1.0 Credit 
College credit is available 
This is a course that teaches problem-solving skills using a design development process.  Models of 
product solutions are created, analyzed, and communicated using solid modeling computer design 
software (AutoDesk Inventor).  Strong math and science are important for success in this course.  It 
is a course for students who are considering a career in engineering.   
 
MANUFACTURING ENTERPRISES  One Semester  (Fall only) Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Intro to Technology   Elective   .50 Credit 
  Manufactur ing Technology 
This is a Òreal worldÓ manufacturing production class designed to expand on the knowledge gained 
in Manufacturing Technology. (and is offered as a fall semester class.) The course offers 
engineering design and marketing through the development, production and marketing of a student 
designed product. Included in the process are all aspects of manufacturing including flow chart 
development, mass production, hot and cold processes, pattern and jig development and Design 
Brief development. Students and future entrepreneurs interested in a career in manufacturing or 
business are encouraged to participate in this class. Just bring your imagination. 
 
MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGY   One Semester   Year:   10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Intro to Technology         Elective  .50 Credit 
This is an introductory course designed to introduce students to the manufacturing industry through 
the combination of hot and cold metal processes.  Students will be introduced to welding including 
SMAW, MIG, TIG, brazing, Oxy/Acet and plasma cutting.  This course also offers experience in  
the processes used in material processing and forming including project planning and layout, 
measuring, print reading, and quality control techniques. This will be accomplished through lab 
activities involving the mill, lathe, shear, break, and foundry.  This course will provide some of the 
basic skills required for continued education or training for a career in the manufacturing industry 
and engineering. This course is a prerequisite for Manufacturing Enterprises. 
 
MATERIAL PROCESSES       One Semester   Year:  10, 11, 12   
Prerequisite: Intro to Ind. Tech.   Elective       .50 Credit 
This course offers students an opportunity to explore processing materials such as wood, plastics, 
and composites from a production standpoint.  Students will apply the uses of CAD (computer 
aided design) and CNC (computer numerical control) and rapid prototyping to design and produce 
wood products.  Students will learn material composition, fastening, and finishing techniques.  
Students will first produce projects using traditional techniques, then progress into modern 
production procedures.  Students are required to provide their own materials or they can purchase 
materials from the school. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING (PLTW) Year Long  Year: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 &  Intro to Engineer ing Design 
       Elective  1.0 Credit 
This is a course that helps students understand the field of engineering/engineering technology.  
Exploring various technology systems and manufacturing processes help students learn how 
engineers and technicians use math, science, and technology in an engineering problem solving 
process to benefit people.  The course also includes concerns about social and political 
consequences of technological change. 
College credit is available Ð See Instructor for requirements. 
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Information Technology  

 
Students need to know the latest technologies and develop cutting edge skills for use in current jobs, 
future careers, and in their homes.  All individuals use some form of technology, whether they watch 
television, send faxes, or interact with others around the world via satellite and the World Wide Web.  
Information Technology courses are designed to give students a broad base of expertise within the 
field. Students interested in furthering their education in the technical field will benefit from this 
program of studies.  One vocational course is required for graduation. 
 
 

 

 
Scope and Sequence 

 
10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Advanced Video 
 
Broadcasting – Hawks Nest 
 
Info Tech Essentials 
 
Intro. to Video Production 
 
Multimedia Basics 
  
PC Hardware 
 
PC Operating Systems 
 
Website Development 
 
 
 
Keyboarding skills required in 
all classes. 
All courses fulfil l the vocational 
elective 
requirement for graduation. 
 

Advanced Video 
 
Broadcasting – Hawks Nest 
 
Info Tech Essentials 
 
Intro. To Video Prod 
 
Multimedia Basics 
 
Networking/Cisco I 
  
Networking/Cisco II 
 
PC Hardware 
  
PC Operating Systems 
 
Website Development 
 

Advanced Video 
 
Broadcasting – Hawks Nest 
 
Info Tech Essentials 
 
Intro To Video Prod 
 
Multimedia Basics 
 
Networking/Cisco I 
 
Networking/Cisco II 
 
Networking/Cisco III 
 
Networking/Cisco IV 
 
PC Hardware 
  
PC Operating Systems 
 
Website Development 
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ADVANCED VIDEO     One Semester   Year: 10,11,12 
Prerequisite: Intro. to Video    Elective  .50 credit 
This course is designed to prepare students for Final Cut Pro video editing certification. We will learn 
the basics of Final Cut Pro (an advanced video editor) and at the conclusion of the course, students 
will be prepared to sit for the Final Cut Certification test. 
 
 
BROADCASTING Ð THE HAWK ÕS NEST    One Semester   Year: 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Intro. to Video Production and Instructor Approval   .50 Credit  
This program is designed for students with an interest in broadcast television as either a career 
opportunity or for integrating video into other course work. The goal of the course is to produce a 
weekly morning news program to be distributed live throughout Prairie High School and available 
for viewing on the web. Students will be involved in all aspects of running a television station. As a 
group they will learn shooting, reporting, editing, directing and producing news and informational 
programming. This class will be offered in our on-site television studio, giving students access to 
advanced video and audio techniques to create their programs.  
 
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ESSENTIALS       One Semester   Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: None      Elective         .50 Credit 
This introductory course will provide a survey of the different areas of Information Technology.  
The course is divided into eight different units that will examine the areas of careers, ethics, web 
page design, hardware, operating systems, software applications, programming, networking and 
video production.  This course will provide an excellent introduction for students interested in 
taking courses in the Information Technology area or entering a Career Academy. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO VIDEO PRODUCTION   One Semester     Year:  10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite: None      Elective     .50 Credit 
This course is for students to gain an understanding of media messages and to experiment with 
producing video.  The course will focus on the history of media, media literacy and basic video 
production.  Students will have the opportunity to learn about media and produce the media. 
 
 
MULTIMEDIA BASICS     One Semester   Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Video Production  Elective  .50 Credit 
Students develop knowledge of various multimedia concepts. The course focuses on, but is not 
limited to the following multimedia elements: copyright, graphics, sound, video and animation. The 
course utilizes the following tools: digital camera, video camera, scanners and cams. The course also 
utilizes multimedia-editing software for sound, video and graphics. DUAL CREDIT 
 
 
NETWORKING/CISCO I        One Semester   Year: 11, 12      
Prerequisite: None       Elective        .50 Credit 
This course provides the student with a basic understanding of networking.  Topics include OSI 
model and industry standards, network topologies, IP addressing with subnet mask, networking 
components, and basic network design.  DUAL CREDIT 
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NETWORKING/CISCO  I I       One Semester   Year: 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Networking/Cisco I   Elective        .50 Credit 
This course introduces the student to the Cisco family of routers, setup, configuration, and 
management of using routers in a network environment.  DUAL CREDIT 
 
 
NETWORKING/CISCO  I I I      One Semester   Year:   12 

Prerequisite:  Networking/Cisco I I    Elective        .50 Credit 
This course allows the student to work with network routing in a server-based network environment 
using NetWare network operating system.  Topics include router configuration, routed and routing 
protocols.  DUAL CREDIT 
 
NETWORKING/CISCO  IV    One Semester   Year:   12 
Prerequisite:  Networking/Cisco I I I   Elective        .50 Credit 
This course provides the student with a basic understanding of how Cisco routers are integrated with 
PBX interfaces.  Topics will include hardware used to connect networks using leased and dial-up 
telephone lines.  DUAL CREDIT 
 
PC HARDWARE           One Semester        Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Intro to IT         Elective       .50 Credit 
This course introduces the operation of a modern personal computer from a hardware point of view. 
Students learn about the basic components of a computer and develop troubleshooting skills for 
advanced courses. Some of the areas that are covered include system boards, storage drives, 
memory and power supplies. In addition, some software topics are presented such as operating 
systems. Low-level laboratory exercises enhance and reinforce understanding of the material 
covered.  DUAL CREDIT 
 
 
PC OPERATING SYSTEMS             One Semester             Year: 10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite: PC Hardware    Elective              .50 Credit 
Follows and builds on the prerequisite, PC Hardware. The first half of the course is spent reviewing, 
but also going into more depth on the topics covered in the beginning hardware course. The second 
half of the course deals primarily with software considerations (such as BIOS, drivers, and 
operating systems) necessary to understanding how modern PCs work. DUAL CREDIT 
 
 
WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT     One Semester   Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: None     Elective  .50 Credit 
Students in this course will learn how to design, develop and maintain a web site. Students will 
begin the courses by learning how to code using the standard language of the World Wide Web Ð 
HTML. Students will expand upon these basics by learning to utilize GUI web editors (Macromedia 
Dreamweaver) to build intermediate level web sites. The first part of the course focuses on learning 
and applying the fundamentals of programming in HTML code through development of several web 
sites. The second portion of the course will utilize the Macromedia Dreamweaver software to focus 
on design and aesthetic development of web sites. DUAL CREDIT
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Math 
 
 
The math department offers a traditional program which stresses algebra and geometry. Course 
offerings will challenge gifted students as well as those students who may be seeking entry into the 
world of work or the college environment.  The minimum college entrance requirements include 
completion of Algebra, Geometry and Advanced Algebra.  PHS recommends a successful 
completion of 4 years of mathematics for students going to a four year college or a tech school.   
 
MAP scores could effect placement in math courses. 
 
 
 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

 
  Algebra I      
  Geometry      
  Advanced Algebra     
  Pre-Calculus      
  AP Calculus      
  Statistics       
  PSEO       
  AP Online Option, pg 47     
  
 
College bound students must take a minimum of Advanced Algebra. 
Four years of math is highly recommended. 
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ALGEBRA I       Year Long             1.0 Credit   
Prerequisite:  None                                                       
This two semester course is intended for students who plan to go further with their education as well 
as those who are trying to meet the math requirement for graduation.  Credit is awarded each 
semester for demonstrating a working understanding of the following algebraic concepts: algebraic 
expressions, real numbers, solving and graphing equations, polynomials, systems of equations, 
multiplying and factoring polynomials, and ratios and proportions. Students are required to have a 
TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator. 
 
 
 
ALGEBRA I I       Year Long  1.0 Credit 
Prerequisite:  Algebra &  Geometry        
The second year of algebra is a collection of projects, group work, and new topics. Each student 
will be involved in research and investigations during the year. A review of algebra 1 will be 
accompanied by new algebra topics. Students will be expected to use a wide variety of resources to 
solve problems. Projects will culminate with demonstrations of life role performances created to be 
as realistic as possible. Credit will be awarded to students who successfully demonstrate 
understanding of these topics at an acceptable level.  Students will use the TI-83 graphics calculator 
throughout the year.  
 
 
 
ADVANCED ALGEBRA       Year Long          1.0 Credit                       

Prerequisite:  Algebra &  Geometry                   
This course assesses the same concepts as Algebra II. This rigorous college preparatory course is a 
prerequisite for Statistics, Pre-calculus. It is intended for students that are working toward post-
secondary education. Problem solving through the use of a graphing calculator and real-life 
applications will be thoroughly integrated throughout the course. 
 
 
 
AP CALCULUS     Year Long      1.0 Credit 

Prerequisite:   Pre-Calculus                     
In this course, the students will develop a working knowledge of calculus topics, especially 
derivatives and integrals.  The students will learn to apply this working knowledge to appropriate 
real-life applications and situations.  The students will practice sample problems designed to 
simulate the AP Calculus exam  
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GEOMETRY             Year Long   1.0 Credit 
Prerequisite:  Algebra  I                                                  
In this course the students will: 
Formulate their own definitions and discover generalizations through investigations 
Express mathematical ideas orally and in writing 
Read written presentations of mathematics with understanding 
Make and test conjectures 
Formulate counter-examples 
Follow and construct logical arguments 
Understand the connections between mathematical topics and between mathematics and other 
disciplines 
Work in cooperative groups to develop relationships with others 
Use technology to make decisions and solve problems. 
 
 
INTEGRATED MATH IV      Year Long     1.0 Credit         
Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus                     
This course includes units such as: Modeling Motion, Rates of Change, Function Composition and 
Inverses, and Counting/induction. Many exciting investigations include the use of a graphing 
calculator to illustrate complex mathematical concepts. This course also includes materials helpful 
for college placement exams and preparation for college calculus. 
 
 
PRE-CALCULUS      Year  Long    1.0 Credit                       
Prerequisite:  Advanced Algebra                    
This course is for any student planning to attend college.  The main focus of the course is to develop 
independent thinking skills. Students learn to work with real data, finding functions to model that 
data so it can be interpreted and used to solve real problems.  Main topics are data analysis, 
functions, trigonometry and matrices.  Students will use the TI-83 graphics calculator throughout 
the year.  
 
 
STATISTICS      Year Long  1.0 Credit  
Prerequisite:  Advanced Algebra        
This course will deepen studentÕs understanding of statistical analysis and is similar to taking a 
college level statistics course.  This goal will be accomplished in the study of data collection and 
organization; descriptive measures including central tendencies, variance, and standard deviation; 
discrete and random probability distributions, sampling, inferential statistics including hypothesis 
testing and linear regression. Students may earn college credit by taking the AP Stats exam in May. 
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MUSIC 

 
 
 
The Prairie High School Music Department provides a wide variety of learning opportunities and 
performance experiences in music that are pertinent, articulated, meaningful, and accountable, as a 
means to developing the aesthetic potential that exists in all students.  Courses are available to 
account for all levels of ability and experience, and each course promotes the development of 
attributes (such as critical thinking, problem solving, and self-discipline) that contribute to 
improved student performance in all curricular areas. 
 
 
 

 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 
 

Elective Courses 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 
Vocal Music 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Instrumental Music 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Concert Choir  
• Concert Chorale  
• Focal Point 
• Ambassadors 

 
 
     ¥  Symphonic Band 
     ¥  Wind Symphony 
     ¥  Jazz II  
     ¥  Jazz I 
     ¥  Color Guard 
 
Performing Arts Tech 
Course 

• Concert Choir  
• Concert Chorale  
• Chamber Choir 
• Focal Point 
• Ambassadors 

 
     ¥  Symphonic Band 
     ¥  Wind Symphony 
     ¥  Jazz II  
     ¥  Jazz I 
     ¥  Color Guard 
 
Performing Arts Tech 
Course 

• Concert Choir  
• Concert Chorale  
• Chamber Choir 
• Ambassadors 

 
 
     ¥  Symphonic Band 
     ¥  Wind Symphony 
     ¥  Jazz II  
     ¥  Jazz I 
     ¥  Color Guard 
 
Performing Arts Tech 
Course 
 

 
*A uditions for Band will determine placement in either Symphonic Band or Wind 
Symphony. Auditions are held in October. 

 
**Membership is by audition only.  Auditions are generally held in the spring of the 
previous year.  All members must be enrolled in an additional curricular choir. 
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AMBASSADORS       First Semester  Year:   10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite:  Audition    Elective   .50 Credit 
Ambassadors is the variety show choir and consists of students who receive the highest scores 
during auditions in the spring.  There is a tremendous time commitment as well as a participation 
fee for this ensemble.  In addition to rehearsing during the day for the first semester, Ambassadors 
will rehearse Monday evenings 7:00-9:00 p.m. from  November through March as well as Thursday 
mornings from 7:00-8:15 on weeks preceding competitions. Ambassadors will perform in up to ten 
concerts/competitions over the course of the year. All members of Ambassadors must be enrolled in 
an additional curricular choir. 
 
CHAMBER CHOIR     Year long  Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Audition    Elective  1.0 Credit 
Chamber Choir will include 16 Ð 24 singers as determined by audition. The highest level of musical 
literacy, vocal and choral technique, and independence will be employed to study advanced 
literature. Chamber Choir will perform in all concerts and will represent PHS in the community 
throughout the year. 
 
 
COLOR GUARD     One Semester   Year 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Tryouts in the spr ing of the previous year Elective .25 Credit 
The award-winning COLOR GUARD for the Prairie "Hawks" Marching Band rehearses daily 
during first period and one early morning sectional per week.  They also rehearse with the marching 
band in the football stadium on Monday evenings during the marching season.  Tryouts for the 
Color Guard are held in the spring of the previous year.  Performance opportunities include all 
home football game half-time shows, as well as for marching band competitions, including State 
Marching Band Contest.  The marching band season begins with a two-week camp prior to the start 
of school in August, and runs through October. 
 
 
CONCERT CHOIR     Year long   Year 10, 11, 12    
Prerequisite:  None       Elective  1.0 Credit  
Concert Choir is a non-auditioned ensemble made up of all 10th graders, all students new to the high 
school chorale program, and any students who do not achieve or choose not to pursue Chorale 
benchmarks. Emphasis is placed on musical literacy, rehearsal technique, vocal technique and 
independent choral singing.  Students will be expected to participate in as many as five 
performances per year.  
 
 
CONCERT CHORALE      Year long   Year: 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Successful attainment of specific musical benchmarks          
       Elective        1.0 Credit  
Chorale will include musicians who have participated in the choir program during their 10th grade 
year and have achieved specific benchmarks in areas of musical literacy, rehearsal technique, and 
choral/vocal technique. Chorale will perform advanced choral literature in as many as seven 
performances during the year. 
 
 



29 

 
 
FOCAL POINT       First Semester  Year:  10, 11 
Prerequisite:  Audition           Elective   .50 Credit 
Focal Point is the prep show choir and consists of students who receive the highest scores during 
auditions in the spring.  There is a tremendous time commitment as well as a participation fee for 
this ensemble.  In addition to rehearsing during the day for the first semester, Focal Point will 
rehearse Monday evenings 6:00-7:00 p.m. from November through March.  Focal Point will 
perform in up to seven concerts/competitions over the course of the year.  All members of Focal 
Point must be enrolled in an additional curricular choir. 
 
 
 
JAZZ I             Year long   Year:    10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:   Registration for this class is by audition only. Auditions are in the spr ing of the 
previous year.  All members of Jazz I  must also be members of Concert Band, Symphonic 
Band, or Wind Symphony.      Elective     1.0 Credit 
Jazz I consists of a specific instrumentation that performs the styles appropriate to jazz, Latin, funk, 
and rock music.  Jazz I curriculum focuses on development of ensemble playing, improvisational 
skills, and jazz theory and styles.  Jazz I performs 4-5 concerts per year, in addition to 3-5 festivals, 
including state contest.  Attendance at all performances is mandatory for all members of Jazz I.   
We will also offer non-curricular Jazz lab bands available to those students who auditioned and 
were not placed in Jazz I or II.  The Jazz lab bands will rehearse outside of the school day. 
 
 
 
JAZZ I I            Year long   Year:    10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:   Registration for this class is by audition only. Auditions are in the spr ing of the 
previous year.  All members of Jazz I I  must also be members of Concert Band, Symphonic 
Band, or Wind Symphony.    Elective  1.0 Credit 
Jazz II consists of a specific instrumentation that performs the styles appropriate to jazz, Latin, 
funk, and rock music.  Jazz II curriculum focuses on development of ensemble playing, 
improvisational skills, and jazz theory and styles.  Jazz II performs 2-3 concerts per year, in addition 
to 1-2 festivals, including state contest.  Attendance at all performances is mandatory for all 
members of Jazz II.    
 
 
 
MADRIGAL/CHAMBER CHOIR      Second Semester  Year:  10, 11, 12    
Prerequisite:  Audition           Elective   .50 Credit 
Madrigal/Chamber Choir will include 16-24 top musicians as determined by audition.  The highest 
level of musical literacy and independence will be employed to study advanced literature, 
specifically Ð madrigals and music appropriate for chamber choirs.  Students will perform on two 
concerts and at Solo/Ensemble State Contest and will represent PHS at a variety of additional 
performance opportunities yearly. 
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PERFORMING ARTS TECH COURSE  One Semester  Grades: 10, 11, 12 
**I nstructor Approval Required      .50 Credit 
This one semester course will review the elements of lighting, sound, and rigging for the Concert 
Hall. Students will earn credit through curriculum and hands-on application. A required component 
of this course is lab application time that will occur outside of the school day in order to support live 
performances in the High School Performance Areas. Students who successfully complete this 
course will have the opportunity to become part of the “Tech Crew” in the future. 
  
 
 
SYMPHONIC BAND    Full Year  Grades:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Previous instrumental music exper ience OR by consent of the Director. 
Symphonic Band is a year-long, intermediate-level auditioned ensemble intended for 10th-12th grade students.  
It includes experiences in marching band, concert band, and pep band, as well as opportunities for 
participation in jazz band, solo and ensemble contest, various honor bands, and the “pit band” for the school 
musical production. 
 
THE MEMBERS OF THE SYMPHONI C BAND COMBI NE WI TH THE MEMBERS OF THE 
WI ND SYMPHONY TO FORM THE PRAI RI E ÒHAWKSÓ MARCHI NG BAND AND THE ÒART 
OF NOI ZEÓ PEP BAND! 
 

The award-winning Prairie “Hawks” Marching Band rehearses daily during the first two 
months of the school year, with one early-morning sectional per week and a rehearsal in 
the stadium on Monday evenings.  Performance opportunities include all home football 
game half-time shows, as well as four marching band competitions, including State 
Marching Band Contest and our own “Bands Across the Prairie” Marching Invitational.  
The marching band season begins with a two-week camp prior to the start of school in 
August, and runs through October. 

 
The Symphonic Band will perform at four concerts, at graduation ceremonies, and at one or two concert band 
festivals each year. 
 
All Symphonic Band members are strongly encouraged to take private lessons on their instruments in order 
to receive the individual attention necessary to advance their skills. 
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WI ND SYMPHONY   Full Year   Grades:  10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Previous instrumental music exper ience OR by consent of the Director. 
 
Wind Symphony is a year-long, advanced-level auditioned ensemble intended for a specific set 
instrumentation of the top 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students.  It includes experiences in marching band, 
concert band, and pep band, as well as opportunities for participation in jazz band, solo and ensemble 
contest, various honor bands, and the “pit band” for the school musical production. 
 
THE MEMBERS OF THE WI ND SYMPHONY COMBI NE WI TH THE MEMBERS OF THE  
SYMPHONI C BAND TO FORM THE PRAI RIE ÒHAWKSÓ MARCHI NG BAND AND THE ÒART 
OF NOI ZEÓ PEP BAND! 
 

The award-winning Prairie “Hawks” Marching Band rehearses daily during the first two 
months of the school year, with one early-morning sectional per week and a rehearsal in 
the stadium on Monday evenings.  Performance opportunities include all home football 
game half-time shows, as well as four marching band competitions, including State 
Marching Band Contest and our own “Bands Across the Prairie” Marching Invitational.  
The marching band season begins with a two-week camp prior to the start of school in 
August, and runs through October. 

 
The Wind Symphony will perform at four concerts, at graduation ceremonies, and at various concert band 
festivals each year. 
 
All members of the Wind Symphony are required to perform at the annual Solo and Ensemble Contest, and 
are strongly encouraged to take private lessons on their instruments in order to receive the individual 
attention necessary to advance their skills. 
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Physical Education  
 

 
The Iowa Department of Education requires a student to successfully complete a course in Physical 
Education for each year he/she is enrolled in school. Students are required to complete a Physical 
Education class during one semester of each year.  All classes will meet every day during each 
semester. Summer programs will exempt students from Physical Education or Health classes during 
the regular school year. Any student may take an additional Physical Education class for elective 
credit (.5). 

 
 
 
 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 
Required Fitness Training  

 
Lifetime Fitness   
Activities 
 
Strength &      
Conditioning* 
 
 

Fitness Cross 
Training* 
 
Fitness Training  
 
Lifetime Fitness 
Activities 
      
Strength & 
Conditioning* 
 
 

Fitness Cross 
Training* 
 
Fitness Training  
 
Lifetime Fitness 
Activities 
     
Strength & 
Conditioning* 

Summer 
Option 

Strength & 
Conditioning 
  or 
Total Fitness 

Strength & 
Conditioning 
  or 
Total Fitness 

Strength & 
Conditioning 
  or 
Total Fitness 

 
Summer Option:  Strength & Conditioning or Total Fitness will be offered for grades 10-12 during 
Summer School. A summer school fee is charged.  The summer course will fulfill the Physical 
Education requirement for one year.   
*Strength/conditioning and Fitness cross training require P.E. staff permission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FITNESS CROSS TRAINING   One Semester   Year:  11, 12 
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Prerequisite:  Fitness Training    Required   .50 Credit 
This course will focus on cardio fitness and free weight training.  Each student will develop his/her 
own personal fitness program based on individual goals using both the fitness and free weight 
rooms.  Topics that will be covered in the class are circuit and free weight training, aerobic training, 
agilities, body pump and total core training.  
 
FITNESS TRAINING          One Semester       Year:  10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  None           Required    .50 Credit   
This course will focus on total fitness.   Students will gain an understanding of what it means to be 
physically fit.  Each student will develop his/her own personal fitness program based on individual 
goals.  Topics that will be covered in the class are circuit training, resting and target heartrate, 
aerobic training, stability balls, core training and fitness activities.  This course will also cover 
nutrition, weight management and body pump.  Students will be required to complete the Prairie 
Fitness Challenge including the mile run.  
 
 
LIFETIME FITNESS ACTIVITIES            One Semester   Year:  10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite:  None     Required    .50 Credit 
This course will provide the students with opportunities to develop an individual optimal level of 
physical fitness. A variety of activities will be offered, but the emphasis will be on fitness activities.  
Students will be required to complete the Prairie Fitness Challenge. 
 
 
STRENGTH &  CONDITIONING              One Semester   Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Permission by P.E. Staff  Required    .50 Credit 
This course emphasizes working large muscle groups with a rigorous free weight Olympic lift 
program.  Students will also participate in an intense agility program.  This class is designed for 
students who are serious about improving their strength and conditioning. This course IS NOT a 
beginner weight lifting class.  All students wishing to take this class must have signed approval by 
P.E. staff.  
 
TOTAL FITNESS      Summer Only Year:  10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite:       Required    .50 Credit 
This course will focus on total fitness.  Students will gain an understanding of what it means to be 
physically fit.  Each student will develop his/her own personal fitness program based on individual 
goals.  Topics that will be covered in the class are:  circuit training, resting and target heart rate, 
aerobic and anaerobic training, and fitness activities.  This course will also cover nutrition and 
weight management.  A variety of off campus activities will be offered at a minimal fee. 
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Science 
 

Science is a constantly changing way of thinking, a systematic process for producing the knowledge 
necessary to comprehend the natural world.  Science includes observation and data collection, as 
well as the manipulation, evaluation, and interpretation of that data.  The study of science focuses 
on critical thinking and logical reasoning.  The Prairie High School science program facilitates these 
processes through lab-intensive environments, including extensive use of technology, that 
emphasize inquiry and experimentation rather than memorization.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Required Biology   One year science elective   

Elective Chemistry 
 
Earth/Space Science I 
 
Earth/Space Science II 
 
Horticulture 
 
Physics 
 
 

Anatomy & Physiology 
 
Basic Medical Language  
 
Chemistry 
 
Earth/Space Science I 
 
Earth/Space Science II 
 
Horticulture 
 
Physics 
 
 

AP Biology 
 
Anatomy & Physiology 
 
Basic Medical Language 
  
Chemistry 
 
Earth/Space Science I 
 
Earth Space Science II 
 
Horticulture 
 
Physics  
 

Most Rigorous 
plan 

Biology & 
Chemistry 

Physics  
Anatomy & Physiology 

AP Biology 
PSEO 
AP Options, pg 47 
(OnLine) 
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ANATOMY &  PHYSIOLOGY     Year long   Year:  11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Biology      Elective  1.0 Credit 
Human Anatomy and Physiology allows students to gain both an appreciation for and an 
understanding of the human body.  It has particular value to students aiming for careers in health 
sciences, animal sciences, childcare, and social work.  This course covers human structure and 
function from the cellular to the system level.  Health issues and consideration of changes through 
development and aging will also be considered.  Process skills (observing, measuring, and use of 
lab equipment) will be developed along with intellectual skills such as the retrieval and organization 
of information, interpretation of data and rational decision making.  In the second semester 
additional body systems and health issues will be considered.  Students must pass first semester in 
order to continue second semester. 
 
AP BIOLOGY       Year long   Year:  12 
         (11 w/instructor approval) 
Prerequisite:  1 year Biology &  Chemistry (strongly recommended) Elective    1.0 Credit 
This course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course.  The major 
topics studied will be molecules and cells, heredity and evolution, and organisms and populations.  
There will be 12 major laboratory topics to ensure that students experience the hands-on, discovery 
aspect of science.  At the end of the course, each student will have the opportunity to take the AP 
test for college credit.  The test is composed of two parts, each given in 90 minutes.  The first 
section consists of 125 multiple-choice questions including some factual recall, application and 
synthesis questions.  The second section includes four free-response (essay) questions: one from 
Molecules and Cells, one from Heredity and Evolution, and two from Organisms and Populations.  
Question on the AP Examination will test the students' ability to explain, analyze, and interpret 
biological processes and phenomena more than their ability to recall specific facts.  Several 
strategies will be used during this course to help students feel confident about going into the exam.. 
 
 
BIOLOGY       Year long   Year:  10 

Prerequisite:  None      Elective  1.0 Credit  
Biology is a required course designed for sophomores interested in learning about living things in 
their natural world. Students will explore life processes at the molecular, cellular, organismal and 
ecosystem level.  Biological principles will be developed through laboratory experiences using 
methods of observation and scientific inquiry.  Topics covered include cells, biochemistry, life 
processes, heredity, classification of life, and the interdependence and behavior of organisms. 
 
BASIC MEDICAL LANGUAGE    Semester   Year: 11,12  
Prerequisite:  Biology      Elective  .50 Credit 
This course is designed for students who have an interest in a health field career. Medical 
terminology will be needed in medical professions as well as insurance providers, lawyers, 
equipment suppliers, pharmaceutical representatives, and many others who interact with the health 
care providers and consumers. As medical science and knowledge expands, communicating with 
the medical language must be up to date. The goal of this class is to respond to these changes and 
develop an appreciation of the language of the language of medicine. The class will analyze medical 
terms and break them down to word parts. The class will emphasize word usage, spelling, 
pronunciation and abbreviations.  
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CHEMISTRY      Year long   Year:  11, 12 
         (10 with instructor approval)  
Prerequisite:  Algebra      Elective    1.0 Credit  
Chemistry is an elective course designed for students interested in exploring the composition of 
substances and how substances interact to form useful products.  This course is strongly 
recommended to all students planning to attend a four-year college program, but is open to any 
student who has successfully completed the prerequisites.  Students should have a working 
knowledge of algebra and be able to solve for unknowns in given equations.  Topics of study 
include atomic structure, chemical compounds, chemical reactions and substance composition.  
Students will be required to apply concepts in a laboratory setting and then type reports discussing 
the results.  
 
 
EARTH/SPACE SCIENCE I      One Semester  Year:  11, 12 
         (10 with instructor approval) 

Prerequisite:  None          Elective  .50 Credit 
This is an elective course offering for students interested in understanding the major systems 
affecting the environment in which we live.  Course I will include study of the systems of 
meteorology, climatology, and astronomy.  Students will engage in reading of text and current 
research, long term tracking of the weather and astronomical events, and monitoring the quality of 
water in Prairie Creek in the field and lab with a summarizing presentation.  This class is designed 
to provide students with an understanding and appreciation of the world around us as well as give 
background necessary for careers in resource management, agriculture, and environmental 
monitoring and protection. 
 
 
EARTH/SPACE SCIENCE I I      One Semester   Year:  11, 12   
         (10 with instructor approval) 
Prerequisite: None         Elective  .50 Credit 
This is an elective course offering for students interested in understanding the major systems 
affecting the environment in which we live.  Completion of Course I is not a necessary prerequisite.  
Course 2 will include study of landforms and geology.  Study will include reading of text and 
current research, identification of local processes, soils and landforms, and monitoring the quality of 
water in Prairie Creek in the field and lab with a summarizing presentation.  This class is designed 
to provide students with an understanding and appreciation of the world around us as well as give 
background necessary for careers in resource management, agriculture, and environmental 
monitoring and protection. 
 
 
HORTICULTURE      One Semester     Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  None         Elective     .50 Credit 
Horticulture is an elective course focused on many aspects of plants.  Basic information including 
plant structures and factors which affect the growth and development of plants will be covered. 
Beyond the basics, we will examine how to propagate (start plants) and care for plants by 
considering a wide range of consumer aspects: lawn care, planting bulbs, starting seeds, and 
planning water gardens.  Laboratory work may include experiments done in the greenhouse as well 
as going outside of the classroom to do some hands-on activities. 
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PHYSICS          Year long         Year:  11, 12 
         (10 with instructor approval) 

Prerequisite:  Algebra &  Geometry      Elective  1.0 Credit 
Physics is an elective course designed to give the learner a better understanding of the physical laws 
and principles governing our universe.  Physics at Prairie High School is recommended to all 
students planning to attend a four-year college program and many of those planning a two-year 
program.  Students should have a working knowledge of algebra.  The learner will be asked to 
appreciate that science is a human endeavor in which people contribute to the understanding of the 
physical universe and apply these understandings to common life experiences.  Students will focus 
on concepts of waves, sound, light and classical Newtonian mechanics.  Students will do many 
hands-on activities to explore and develop concepts and apply concepts to new situations.  In 
addition students will solve problems, use information-gathering tools, create simulations, and use 
computer technology to assist in data gathering and analysis.  Students taking physics will enhance 
their ability to solve problems and develop higher order thinking skills.   
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Social Studies  
 
 
In order to prepare students for life in the 21st century, the Social Studies department has designed 
courses to give students a strong base of knowledge and skills.  Emphasis is placed on the 
development of rigorous academic skills with process skills: retrieving information, organizing and 
analyzing data, written and oral communication, and working effectively as individuals and in 
groups. 
 
For graduation, three credits are required.  One credit (1.0) of a world oriented course along with 
one credit of U.S. History, and one-half (0.5) credit of economics and one-half (0.5) credit of 
government are required.  There are choices within some of these requirements.  We also offer a 
number of electives that students will find interesting and challenging. 
 
 
 

 
 

Scope and Sequence 
 

 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Required 

Honors World History  
     or 
World History  
 

AP U.S. History 
or 
U.S. History 

Economics, or 
AP Macroeconomics 
        and 
Government or 
AP American Government 

Elective 

Sociology 
 
Street Law 
  
 

Psychology 
 
Sociology 
 
Street Law 

Psychology 
 
Sociology  
 
Street Law 

Most 
Rigorous 

Plan 
Honors World History  

AP U.S. History 
 
PSEO 
 
AP Online Option  
(pg 47) 
 

Honors Economics 
 
AP American Government  
 
PSEO 
 
AP Online Option  
(pg  47) 
 

 



39 

 
AP  U.S. HISTORY     Year long    Year:  11 
Prerequisite:  None     Required   1.0 Credit  
This course is a college level American History class.  It will cover some of the same material as the 
regular American History course.  The difference is the manner in which it is covered.  It will be 
much more extensive with a great deal of reading involved.  At the end of the course, each student 
will have the opportunity to take the AP test for college credit.  The test taken has three parts: a 
multiple choice test to check comprehension; an essay emphasizing a known historical 
interpretation graded by a rubric; and a document-based question which requires an analysis of 10 
documents which are then applied to an interpretive essay question.  In order to prepare for this test, 
students will deal extensively with how to take an essay test with the emphasis on writing a thesis 
and defending it with adequate argumentation.  Students will also practice the analysis, synthesis, 
and evaluative thinking skills required by an historian in researching and writing history. 
 
 
AP MACROECONOMICS    One Semester    Year: 12 
Prerequisite: None     Required   .50 Credit 
This course is a college level macroeconomics course. It will cover much of the same information 
as the general economics course, with the major difference being this course will cover only macro 
topics of economics, such as gross domestic product, whereas the general economics course covers 
both macro and micro (i.e. business types) economic topics. Given the fact that fewer overall 
concepts are taught, each concept will be taught at a much deeper level. At the end of this semester 
course students will have the opportunity to take the AP test for college credit. The test is made up 
of both a multiple choice section and a free response (essay) section. This course should be strongly 
considered by students planning to attend a 4-year college, especially those planning to major in 
business and related fields. 
 
 
ECONOMICS           One Semester    Year:   12 
Prerequisite:  None     Required   .50 Credit  
Students will gain a broad range of economic knowledge by the time they finish with this course.  
They will understand basic economic concepts and be able to reason logically about key economic 
issues that affect their lives as workers, consumers, and citizens so they can avoid errors that are 
common among persons who do not understand economics. They will also know some pertinent 
facts about the American economy including its size and the current rates of unemployment, 
inflation, and interest.  
 
 
GOVERNMENT     One Semester    Year:  12  
Prerequisite:  None     Required   .50 Credit 
In this course students will study the structure, systems, and processes of United States government. 
Government at all levels, local, state and federal, will be studied. Students will understand their 
rights and responsibilities as a member of the U.S. political system. Throughout the government 
experience, students will be required to explore and develop their own political beliefs and 
understandings. 
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AP AMERICAN GOVERNMENT     One Semester    Year:  12 

Prerequisite: None     Required   .50 Credit 
This is a college level American Government course. It will cover much of the same material as the 
regular American Government course. However, the topics in AP will be covered in greater depth 
and involve a great deal more reading. The focus of the course will be to prepare all interested 
students for the Advanced Placement exam to earn college credit. Government does not always 
function as the citizens would like it to, and politicians are not always self-seeking as many would 
like to believe. These topics and many more will be the focus of our understanding to determine 
ultimately, ÒWho governs and to what end?Ó The AP exam consists of multiple choice and free 
response questions. AP American Government should be taken by all students interested in 
preparing themselves for the expectations of a four-year college. 
 
 
HONORS WORLD HISTORY    Year Long           Year: 10 
Prerequisite: None     Required       1.0 Credit 
The emphasis is on world civilizations and skill development.  Topics covered in this class will be 
the same as those covered in World History but will be examined at a deeper level. This class will 
include units dealing with the beginnings of civilization, Greek and Roman Empires, Ancient Asian 
civilizations, and the Middle Ages. The student will learn about the challenges and achievements of 
people in varying time periods. Second semester includes units dealing with the Renaissance, 
development of modern Europe, revolution and nationalism, imperialism, and World War I. 
Throughout the course the student will develop and demonstrate critical thinking skills: 
compare/contrast cultures and events, analyze causes and effects of historical events, interpret 
impacts of events, apply knowledge of history to the present and future, and argue a position and 
defend it based on fact. 
 
 
PSYCHOLOGY     One Semester     Year: 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  None     Elective    .50 Credit  
Psychology is the study of behavior.  The purpose of this course is to give the student an 
understanding of the basic principles of psychology. Topics include: learning and cognitive 
processes, motivation, emotion, altered states of consciousness, personality, adjustment and 
breakdown, and human relations.  Students will be expected to choose one of these topics and 
synthesize their learning in the form of a paper.  The paper will be a culmination of learning taken 
from class work and individual research.  This course is recommended for college bound juniors or 
seniors. 
 
 
SOCIOLOGY     One Semester    Year: 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  None     Elective      .50 Credit  
Sociology will provide the opportunity to study human relationships.  The class will begin with a 
study of worldwide cultural characteristics; then, focus on American society (its rules, problems and 
possible solutions).  Special attention will be paid to marital relationships and parenting.  
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STREET LAW     One Semester              Year: 10,11, 12 

Prerequisite:  None     Elective   .50 Credit  
Street Law is designed to provide the student with an understanding of  legal rights and 
responsibilities, the knowledge everyday legal problems, and the ability to analyze, evaluate, and in 
some situations, resolve legal disputes. 
 
 
U.S. HISTORY      Year long   Year: 11 

Prerequisite:  None      Required    1.0 Credit 
The study of United States history focuses on the events which helped to shape our country and its 
people into the nation we are today.  This chronological course provides a look at key events, 
people, and issues from the Civil War up to and including today.  This course should enable the 
students to better understand our nation and its world views.  It will emphasize critical thinking 
skills: cause and effect relationships, multiple causation of events, economics interdependence 
between world regions, use of historical evidence to solve problems, and development of a time 
perspective.  It will also provide a better understanding of the institution of government and the 
evolution of political change throughout the history of the United States.  The student will be 
expected to complete one project each semester. 
 
 
WORLD HISTORY       Year Long    Year: 10 
Prerequisite: None      Required    1.0 Credit  
This course is a survey of World History from the Stone Ages through the Middle Ages. It will 
focus on the beginnings of civilization, Greek and Roman Empires, Ancient Asian civilizations, and 
the Middle Ages. Special attention will be devoted to making connections between these ancient 
civilizations and modern-day world affairs. Second semester is a survey of World History from the 
Renaissance through the Modern Era. It will focus on the Renaissance, the development of modern 
Europe, revolution and nationalism, imperialism, and World War I. Throughout the course students 
will learn skills to help them interpret and apply historical information: comparing/contrasting 
cultures and events, analyzing causes and effects of historical events, interpreting impacts of events, 
and applying knowledge of history to the present and future. 
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World Languages 
 

 
 
Our mission is to help students become communicative, insightful world citizens.  We encourage 
students to enroll in the language of their choice, German or Spanish.  The workload and difficulty 
levels of both languages are comparable. Students need to check with their prospective colleges to 
inquire about world language requirements as they vary from college to college. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Scope and Sequence 
Elective Courses 

 
10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

German and/or 
Spanish I 
 
German and/or 
Spanish II 
 
German and/or 
Spanish III 
 
German and/or 
Spanish IV 
 
 
 
 

German and/or 
Spanish I 
 
German and/or 
Spanish II 
 
German and/or 
Spanish III 
 
German and/or 
Spanish IV 
 
AP German 
 
AP Spanish 
 
 

German and/or 
Spanish I 
 
German and/or 
Spanish II 
 
German and/or 
Spanish III 
 
German and/or 
Spanish IV 
 
AP German 
 
AP Spanish 
 
 

 
                   Most Rigorous plan: 3 years of any language in the high school 
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GERMAN I            Year long    Year:  10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Students must pass the first semester  to continue with the second semester .  
Elective     1.0 Credit 

This course offers an introduction to the German language.  Students will actively practice the skills 
of speaking, listening, reading and writing.  The proficiencies emphasized in this course are 
listening and speaking. Students will utilize basic German grammar.  Culture of the German-
speaking countries will be explored.  
I t is recommended that students earn a grade of 70% or higher  to continue, as some colleges 
will not recognize a grade below 70%. 
 
 
 

GERMAN I I        Year long          Year:   10, 11, 12  
Students must pass the first semester  to continue with the second semester .   
       Elective      1.0 Credit 
Students will continue developing proficiency in the skills of speaking, listening, reading and 
writing.  Speaking and listening skills will be emphasized.  Class time will be used to actively 
practice the skills and to expand their knowledge of the grammar of German.  Students will 
continue learning about the culture of the German speaking countries.  
I t is recommended that students earn a grade of 70% or higher  to continue, as some colleges 
will not recognize a grade below 70%. 
 
 
GERMAN I I I        Year long      Year:  10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Students must pass the first semester  to continue with the second semester . 
         Elective     1.0 Credit 
This course is designed to expand the students' ability to become orally proficient in German in 
order to deal with real-life situations.  Students will expand their knowledge of grammar and 
culture.  There will be increased emphasis on the skills of reading and writing.  Students will 
compose essays and read short stories and poetry in German.  Students may have the opportunity to 
experience a trip to Germany. 
I t is recommended that students earn a grade of 70% or higher  to continue, as some colleges 
will not recognize a grade below 70%. 
 
 
GERMAN IV       Year long        Year:   10, 11, 12  
Prerequisite:  Students must pass the first semester  to continue with the second semester . 
        Elective      1.0 Credit 
Students will continue to refine their skills in the proficiencies of reading, writing, speaking and 
listening. This course will concentrate on German literature and composition. Students will read 
contemporary short stories and novels in German. Students will also work with advanced German 
grammar.  Students in German IV may have the opportunity to participate in a trip to Germany. 
I t is recommended that students earn a grade of 70% or higher  to continue, as some colleges 
will not recognize a grade below 70%. 
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AP GERMAN        Year long        Year:  11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Students must successfully complete the first semester  of German AP in order  
to continue the second semester  German AP.  Elective      1.0 Credit  
This class is for those students who wish to use vocabulary, reading comprehension, and advanced 
writing skills to pass the German AP test.  Participating students must have excellent work habits.  
Students will work with advanced German grammar and authentic text..  
 
 
 
SPANISH I          Year long       Year: 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Students must pass the first semester  to continue with the second semester ..        
        Elective      1.0 Credit 
By interweaving language and culture, this program introduces students to basic communication 
skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) while at the same time deepening their appreciation 
of other cultures. A variety of pair and group work activities give students an opportunity to use the 
language in a wide variety of settings and contexts. An extensive listening component helps 
students develop strong listening comprehension skills. Students must take responsibility for their 
learning by actively participating in classroom activities and studying vocabulary outside of class 
time. By the end of this course, students can expect to achieve elementary proficiency in the 
language.  Students in a World Language course are expected to review the current material every 
day. 
I t is recommended that students earn a grade of 70% or higher  to continue, as some colleges 
will not recognize a grade below 70%. 
 
 
 
SPANISH I I       Year long      Year: 10 , 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Students must pass the first semester  to continue with the second semester ..        
        Elective    1.0 Credit  
By emphasizing language and culture, this program continues to broaden students' basic 
communication skills and appreciation of other cultures. As students continue to learn vocabulary 
and sentence structure, they consolidate the learning of the first-year material, gaining ease in both 
oral and written expression at the basic level. Writing short compositions and participating in class 
discussions regarding readings and videos are an integral part of this course. Students continue to 
study the culture of Spanish-speaking countries. Students must take responsibility for their learning 
by actively participating in classroom activities and studying vocabulary outside of class time. By 
the end of this course, students can expect to achieve basic proficiency in the language.  Students in 
a World Language course are expected to review the current material every day. 
I t is recommended that students earn a grade of 70% or higher  to continue, as some colleges 
will not recognize a grade below 70%. 
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SPANISH I I I         Year long       Year: 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Students must pass the first semester  to continue with the second semester .       
          Elective    1.0 Credit 
This course emphasizes the development of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Knowledge of 
culture, grammar and vocabulary continues to expand. Students need to be able to cooperate with 
others and be self-directed.  Audiocassettes, videotapes, textbooks, workbooks, and reading packets 
are all an integral part of this course. Writing compositions is also integrated into each credit. As 
students consolidate the learning of the first two levels and expand their vocabulary, their oral and 
written proficiency increases. Students continue to study culture and engage in observation, 
comparison, and analysis.  Students in Spanish III also have the opportunity to travel to Spain. 
I t is recommended that students earn a grade of 70% or higher  to continue, as some colleges 
will not recognize a grade below 70%. 
 
 
 
SPANISH IV         Year long         Year:  10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Students must pass the first semester  to continue with the second semester .                 
       Elective     1.0 Credit 
Spanish IV continues the on-going process of helping students to become proficient in reading, 
writing, speaking and comprehending Spanish and being conversant abut Hispanic history, 
literature, and culture.  All students in a World Language course are expected to review daily. 
I t is recommended that students earn a grade of 70% or higher  to continue, as some colleges 
will not recognize a grade below 70%. 
 
 
 
AP SPANISH       Year long   Year:  11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Students must be willing to complete preparatory review assignments over  the 
summer pr ior to the start of class.  Students must successfully complete the first semester  of 
AP Spanish to be able to continue on the second semester .      

 Elective     1.0 Credit 
AP Spanish is open to any student who has taken at least four consecutive years of Spanish.  
Rigorous coursework, roughly equivalent to third year college Spanish, should be expected.  There 
is heavy emphasis on grammar, literary analysis, composition, vocabulary building, and oral 
communication.  Participating students must have excellent work habits and be highly self-
motivated in order to be successful.  College credit for this course may be gained through successful 
completion of the National AP Exam in May. 
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         Internships/Practicums 
        www.workplace-learning.org 

 

The Workplace Learning ConnectionÕs Internships provide Prairie High School juniors 
and seniors with a planned and supervised nine-week, 90-hour non-paid career 
development experience related to their learning career goals. See our Career Specialist 
for the amount of credit granted. 

The Practicum program offers this experience in a shorter time period of 45 hours. 
Check with our Career Specialist for more information. 

 
Ask our Career Specialist 
or your counselor about 
Summer Internship 
Opportunities. 
 
 

  To Take Advantage of The Workplace Learning 
Connection's Internship/Practicum Program: 

• Attend a presentation at school delivered by The 
Workplace Learning Connection. Presentations are 
offered each fall and spring.  

• Complete the Internship/Practicum Application. 
These applications are available through our Career 
Specialist or the counseling office. Note Ð a 
completed parent or guardian release form must 
accompany the application. 

• Select up to three of the Internship / Practicum career 
opportunities. To view listings of job titles and job 
descriptions, access www.workplace-learning.org 

o Click on students 

o Click on Internships/practicums 

o Click on AEA10  

• Submit your application to our Career Specialist or 
your counselor by the deadline date. The application 
must be accompanied by a letter of reference and a 
Teacher Recommendation form. 

• An interview will be arranged for you along with 
other applicants for Internships/Practicums. Be on 
time and dressed appropriately for your interview. 

• If selected to participate in the current 
Internship/Practicum, call your host to confirm your 
schedule. 

• You must attend periodic meetings and complete your 
journal to receive credit for this program. 
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Post Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) 

 
 
Juniors and seniors are eligible to enroll in college classes while continuing their high school 
program.  Also, any sophomore identified as Extended Learning Program (ELP) can participate in 
the PSEO program.  Most costs associated with attendance in the college classes are paid by the 
school district.  However, the payment is made only if the student completes the courses and 
receives credit.  I f the student fails to complete and receive credit, the student and/or parent is 
responsible for all costs directly related to the course.     Non-sectarian courses which Prairie 
High does not offer are eligible courses under this program.  Both college credit and high school 
credit is granted for these courses.  Each 3-semester hour course is equal to 0.50 high school credit.  
Grades are awarded by the college and are included as part of the high school transcript, as required 
by law.    
 

Rules and procedure:  
• At the time of regular registration, students must indicate an interest by registering for PSEO 

either one or both semesters.  
• When schedules from local colleges become available, students must see their counselor to 

select courses, work out a schedule, and complete required authorization.   
• PSEO forms and applications must be returned in a timely manner.  
• Transportation is the responsibility of the student and/or parent.  
 
The student will be responsible to report progress and attendance in the courses for 9 week grades.   
 
Students need to remember that they will be establishing a college transcript.  If they are planning to 
transfer these credits to other higher learning institutions, they need to consult with these colleges.  
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The College Board and the Advanced Placement Program encourages teachers, AP Coordinators, 
and school administrators to make equitable access a guiding principle for their AP programs. The 
College Board is committed to the principle that all students deserve an opportunity to participate in 
rigorous and academically challenging courses and programs. All students who are willing to accept 
the challenge of a rigorous academic curriculum should be considered for admission to AP courses. 
The Board encourages the elimination of barriers that restrict access to AP courses for students from 
ethnic, racial, socioeconomic groups that have been traditionally underrepresented in the AP 
Program. Schools should make every effort to ensure that their AP classes reflect the diversity of 
their student population. 
 
 
 
                       Advanced Placement (AP) Online Academy   

                
 
Prerequisite:  Permission of AP Online Coordinator 
 
  One Semester /Year long    Years:  11, 12 
         .50/1.0 Credit 
 
The AP Online Academy is a unique opportunity for students to experience college-level 
coursework while still in high school.  Successful students have strong motivation, and exemplary 
work and study habits to complete independent work at proficient levels.  Students who take AP 
online courses should expect ongoing, rigorous challenge through daily assignments, and frequent 
quizzes and tests.  College credit may be gained through successful completion, whether it is a one 
semester or full year course. 
 
Courses are subject to availability through the AP Online Academy.  Courses available each year 
are subject to change. Courses which have been offered include:  AP Calculus, AP English 
Language and Composition, AP English Literature and Composition, AP Statistics, AP 
Microeconomics, and AP Macroeconomics.   
 
Please visit the counseling office and talk with the Extended Learning Program Coordinator 
regarding course offerings. Students must be registered for AP Online Academy courses before 
leaving for the summer. 
 
 
 
 
 

The College Board Equity Policy Statement 
regarding 

Advanced Placement (AP) classes 
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            Extended Learning Program (ELP)     

 
 
Prerequisite:  ELP identification, or permission of ELP instructor  
 

       Years:  10-12 
     .25 Credit 
 

ELP curriculum is designed for students identified for ELP, and for those who would like a unique 
challenge.  Students select from units of study that are of interest to them, including Junior Great 
Books, philosophy, the Vietnam era, the environment, and action research.  Students must have 
exemplary independent work skills in order to be successful.  Grading is on a pass/fail basis 
       


